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American Soldiers Arrive “Over There” =
1 9 1 4 1 9 2 O During World War |, nearly 4 million American soldiers ;
S went “over there” —to France—to help the Allies
win the war. A British volunteer nurse working
near the front in France described the arrival of
the new American troops:
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“¢| pressed forward with the others to watch the United
States physically entering the War, so god-like, so N
magnificent, so splendidly unimpaired in comparison soldier’s
with the tired, nerve-racked men of the British Army. helmet
So these were our deliverers at last, marching up the
road to Camiers in the spring sunshine!”’
—Vera Brittain, 7estament of Youth

Listen fo the Witness History audlio to learn more
about America in World War /.

<€ A French couple greets American soldiers in
France in 1918.
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' United States to become involved in World War |,
and how did the United States change as a result
of its involvement?
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SECTION

. A 1917 cartoon shows the
. German leader William Il
~ considering the U.S. flag

looming on the horizon.

. Objectives
o |dentify the causes of World War |.
o Describe the course and character of the war.

e Explain why the United States entered the
conflict on the side of the Allies.

Terms and People

Alsace-Lorraine casualty
militarism contraband
Francis Ferdinand U-boat
William 1l Lusitania

Western Front Zimmermann note

NoteTaking

Reading Skill: Identify Causes Asyou read,
identify the causes of World War |, the conditions
facing soldiers, and the reasons for US.
involvement.

—

E World War |
I
Causes of4\ NatureJ Reasons
the war of warfare for U.S.
involvement
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From Neutrality to War

WITNESS HISTORY B) aoo

To Fight or Not to Fight?

When war broke out in Europe in 1914, the United
States decided to stay neutral. However, incidents
like the senseless destruction of Louvain, a medieval
university town in Belgium, by German troops turned
American opinion against Germany.

€6Eor two hours on Thursday night | was in what for
six hundred years had been the city of Louvain. The
Germans were burning it . . . the story ... . was told to
us by German soldiers incoherent with excesses; and
we could read it in the faces of the women and
children being led to concentration camps and of the
citizens on their way to be shot”’

— American journalist Richard Harding Davis,
August 1914

Why It Matters In 1914, nationalism, militarism, imperialism,
and entangling alliances combined with other factors to lead the
nations of Europe into a brutal war. The war quickly stretched
around the globe. The United States remained neutral at first but
ended up abandoning its long tradition of staying out of European
conflicts. Section Focus Question: What caused World War I, and why
did the United States enter the war?

What Caused World V\far 1?

Until 1914, there had not been a large-scale European conflict for
nearly one hundred years. However, bitter, deep-rooted problems
simmered beneath the surface of polite diplomacy. Europe was sit-
ting on a powder keg of nationalism, regional tensions, economi
rivalries, imperial ambitions, and militarism. i

Nationalism and Competition Heighten Tension Nationalisi
or devotion to one’s nation, kick-started international and domes. '
tension. In the late 1800s, many Europeans began to reject the earll
idea of a nation as a collection of different ethnic groups. Instea®
they believed that a nation should express the nationalism of asi ! g
ethnic group. This belief evolved into an intense form of national®
that heightened international rivalries. For example, France long®
to avenge its humiliating defeat by a collection of German states ¥
1871 and regain Alsace-Lorraine, the territory it lost during that €=
flict. Nationalism also threatened minority groups within na”ﬂ
states. If a country existed as the expression of “its peOple’ ’
majority ethnic group, where did ethnic minorities fit in? ’

. u'KE: EnCyCIOpmd

The spread of the theory of Social Darwinism did not help soothe the com-
petitive instinct. Social Darwinism applied biologist Charles Darwin’s ideas
of natural selection and “survival of the fittest” to human society. Social
Darwinists believed that the best nation would come out ahead in the con-
stant competition among countries.

Nationalism also destabilized old multinational empires such as Austria-
Hungary and the Ottoman Empire. This was particularly true in the Balkan
region of southeastern Europe. For example, when Serbia emerged as an inde-
pendent nation in 1878, it challenged the nearby empire of Austria-Hungary in
two ways: by trying to gain territory controlled by the empire, where Serbs lived
and by the example it offered to Austria-Hungary’s diverse peoples. ’

The nationalist sentiments of the period sometimes spilled over into the eco-
nomic goals of each nation. Industrial output, trade, and the possession of an
overseas empire were the yardsticks of wealth and greatness. The leading
industrial nations competed for lands rich in raw materials as well as for places
to build military bases to protect their empires. Britain already had a large
empire, and France commanded a smaller one. But Germany, Italy, Belgium
Japan, and the United States also rushed to join the imperial race., Together’
industrialized nations jostled among themselves as they carved colonies out 0}'
Africa, claimed islands in the Pacific, and began to nibble away at China.

Militarism Produces an Arms Race For some European leaders, the question
was not so much if a great war would start but when. To prepare leaders
increased the size of their armies and stockpiles of weapons. No nation re:adied its
war machinery more than Germany. By 1914, it had a huge standing army and
the largest, deadliest collection of guns in the world. It also built up its navy
enou.gh to rival Britain’s, the world’s strongest at that time. To keep up, Britain
tog,' increased the size of its navy. A spirit of militarism, or glorification of th(;
military, grew in the competing countries and fueled this arms race even more.

The contest between Germany and Britain at sea and between Germany,
France, and Russia on land guaranteed one important thing: The next majo;'
war would involve more troops and more technologically advanced weapons
than ever before. Machine guns, mobile artillery, tanks, submarines and air-
planes would change the nature of warfare. ,
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Building the War Machine

In the early 1900s, European
countries raced to keep up with one
another’s military might. Below, work-
ers build artillery in Essen, a German
city, in 1904. Accordiing to the chart,
which country had the largest army in
19142 Which had the largest navy?
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Map Skills The war on most
fronts was a stalemate by 191 6.
1. Locate: (a) Belgium,

(b) Western Front, (c) Battle
of Verdun

2. Location What challenge

2

did Germany's location
present to its pursuit of
victory in the war?

3. Synthesize Information
Describe the movement of
the opposing lines of the
Western Front between 1914

and 1917.

Vocabulary Builder
ally—(ALT) n. person, nation, or
group joined with another for a

common purpose
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ns Overconfident and Reckless European leaders

also prepared for war by forming alliances. Before 1914, two major ones emerged.
ther in the Triple Alliance

Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Ttaly joined toge

(although Italy never fought with it). Opposed to the Triple Alliance was the Triple
Entente, made up of France, Russia, and Great Britain. Alliances emboldened
Jeaders to act recklessly. They knew that if they did declare war, powerful allies
were obligated to fight along with them. No country wanted to be seen as an nre-
liable partner. As years passed, European leaders thought less of the advantages
peace and more of the possible benefits of war. Some also hoped that a foreign War

would help to smooth over domestic problems.

Assassination Hurtles Europe Toward World War On June 28, 1914
Archduke Francis Ferdinand, heir to the throne of Austria-Hungary, and hE
wife Sophie left for what they thought would be a routine visit to Sarajevo (888

uh YAY voh), the capital city of the Austro-Hungarian province of Bosnia. B
had other plans for the archduke and his wife. Tht

handful of young Bosnians

men were ethnic Serbs who believed that Bosnia rightfully belonged to Serb

and they saw Francis Ferdinand as a tyrant. After the archduke’s driver M8
one of the conspirators, noticed the couple in 8

a wrong turn, Gavrilo Princip,
car, pulled a pistol from his pocket, and fired it twice. First Sophie and A8
Francis Ferdinand died. People around the world were shocked by the senseles

murders. But no one expected that they would lead to a great world war.

7 Checkpoint How did nationalism and militarism both work to push EurC
toward war? :

Alliances Make Natio

- Siderip
g the new technology. Charging toward trenches

USe of o1 :
B Poison gas did nothing to benefit the offense,

The Fighting Begins
hin i
E\-rgytstoc]tg(p;: :)rfl‘ ilace for :_1 great conflict—nationalist ambitions, large
! eapons, alliances, and milita :
armi  of weap . i ry plans. The nat
gurdc;i;wg’re huz'thfxg hlke giant trains toward a great collision. Archduiz l:‘(;zflc?f
er s assassination was the incident that triggered this conflict i

:’Iill:; nmcel.'ls ;auzt: a Chain Reaction Soon after the assassination, Kaiser
e ; : be . rman emperor, assured Austria-Hungary that G:erma
would s ar;l y its ally if war came. Confident in Germany’s support, Aust in.
Hu?gar.}r t en sent gha}"sh‘ultimatum to Serbia demanding Serbia’s t,otal cona_
erla }or;l 1ndan investigation into the assassination. When Serbia did not a; o
al I;) t j erit}:l?ds, z}ustrla-Hungary declared war on July 28, 1914 reeto
qua:zl :;zkl e alhfin(I:e system, what otherwise might have been' a localized
y spread. In early August, Russia mobili
: . ; : s zed for war to helpi
Serbw; alg{alns_,t ’Austna. This caused Germany to declare war againstpléttfsilily
drané , Russia’s ally, promptly declared war against Germany. The ver, atl
;f;siﬁﬁ?%y declared war against neutral Belgium, so that it could laurslrcie:n
Ty Fraiance Eihl];ligh that small country. Great Britain, which had trea
ce and Belgium, immediately d ; _
! y declared war against G
liss than one week, the'Central Powers of Germany and Austria-Huﬁr;ﬂany .
at war aga1ns1f the Allied Powers of Britain, France, Russia, and S gbl:y e
Otg;man Empire later joined the Central Powers ’ ’ erbia. he
towa:;n}a): r?;)l%l}cjrs fought through Belgium and moved southwest into France
o szen fln mdS(:}Il)teglber, with the German advance only 30 miles from’
§ ch an e British
e e e counterattacked and stopped the German

Deadly Technology Leads to Stalemate After th
Battle of the Marne, the Germans settled onto hi ﬁ
ground, dug trenches, and fortified their position Whi
the F‘I:ench and British attacked, the German trool.)s usexc;
Eicluge guns f?u}d artillery to kill thousands of them. The
ther;z me;ni British the1.1 dug their own trenches and used
o Seapons to kl_ll thousands of counterattacking
e Scar. fI‘oon;h450 miles of t%'enches stretched like a
g Altfilm e coast'of Belgium to the border of Swit-
E Mj&dl Eough ﬁghtcmg went on in Eastern Europe,
. F? as}:, and in other parts of the world, this
L ont in France became the critical battle front.
T;lde that won there would win the war.
deadley _V-V_a;l dr}altgged on for years, and it was hideously
R uch more so than anyone had expected. The
. Wasats:ﬁn fc.)r the length of the war and its deadly
o e simple fact that the defensive weapons
Tt oneerz better and more devastating than the
1 8. enera_.ls on each side threw their sol-
: assaults against the enemy without fully con-

tw
A W‘;?f ciiffende(fi‘ by artillery, machine guns, and
| me:t, theu ile. II]: virtually every battle on the Western
attacking force suffered terribly. Even the

ite it; SpL
v S hOrrlfymg effects. Ineffective offensives and

Elle

ive 4 i
- efensives produced only a deadly stalemate.

War in the Trenches

German soldiers hunker down in a
shallow trench that stretches into the
distance to protect themselves from
enemy fire. How dlid new technology
make deffenses such as trenches
necessary?




WITNESS HISTORY DVD

Watch World War I: A New kind of
war on the United States Witness
History DVD to learn more about the

nature of warfare during World War 1.
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Horror of Modern Warfare
Although gas masks were soon
developed to counter poison gas,
gas attacks were still particularly
horrifying to soldiers. According to
the chart, which type of weapon
caused the most casualties?

The Reality of Trench Warfare The stalemate led to gruesome conditiong
for the men in the trenches of the Western Front. The soldiers battled th
harsh conditions of life often as fiercely as they attacked the enemy, Ty ﬂ.;
developed “trench foot” from standing for hours in wet, muddy trenches. Thg, ey
contracted lice from the millions of rats that infested the trenches. Dug ingg
the ground, the soldiers lived in constant fear, afraid to pop their heads oy, “}
their holes and always aware that the next offensive might be their last,

Even on a quiet day, soldiers could be killed by snipers or a surprise ,-5
attack, like the one described by French officer Paul Truffaut at Verdun:

BB “The special shells the men call “shells on wheels”
[shells filled with poison gas] are whizzing by continuously. They explode silently and 4
have no smell but can be deadly. They killed several men yesterday. One of my men
refused to put his mask on because he couldn't smell anything. All of a sudden, he was
dizzy, foaming at the mouth and his skin went black, then he went rigid and died.”

—Paul Truffaut, March 5, 1917

In between enemy lines was an area known as “no man’s land.” Artillery bap.
rages had blasted no man’s land until any fields, trees, or homes, that had
existed there, were charred beyond recognition. Soldiers went “over the top'
their trenches into this muddy, nearly impassable wasteland when they attemp
to attack the entrenched enemy.

Casualties—or soldiers killed, wounded, and missing—mounted first in
thousands, then hundreds of thousands, and finally in millions. Almost one mil
lion French soldiers were killed or wounded in just the first three months of the
war. The Germans lost only slightly fewer. In two battles in 1916—Verdun (3
DUHN) and the Somme (suhm)—the British, French, and Germans sustained
more than 2 million casualties. The British suffered 60,000 casualties on 1
first day alone at the Somme and achieved virtually nothing. And still the stal
mate dragged on.

¢ Checkpoint Why did both sides embrace trench warfare as a strategy :‘
to win the war?

Machine guns | Improved machine guns could fire 600 bullets ]

; per minute.
i Artillery field | These long-range cannons caused more casualtles
| guns than any other type of weapon. 3
| Poison gas Gases such as chlorine, phosgene, and mustard
could kill, blind, or burn their victims. 3
| Submarines German U-boats, or submarines, used torpedoes
| well as on-deck guns to sink ships. .
| Tanks and Both sides tried to develop vehicles that could

the rough ground and barbed-wire barricades of %

§ armored cars
‘ man’s land, with limited success.

Planes were used for reconnaissance, bombing, @

Airplanes
" fighting but did not prove decisive.

y origins, Wilson did not want to see the war set Americans

- nahon

Wilson Urges Neutrality
PIAB the war spread in Europe, President Woodrow Wilson called
ﬁr Amencans to be “impartial in thought as well as action.” In a

!,‘meltmg pot” nation that tried to make Americans of peoples from

¢ one another. At first, most Americans viewed the conflict
d15tant European quarrel for land and influence. Unless the
's interests were directly threatened, Americans wanted no
of it. They preferred to maintain what they viewed as tradi-
ﬁonal American isolation from European disputes. Still, many
s mericans felt the war’s effects and few were truly impartial in
thought. Most held a preference for one or another combatant,
and many businesses benefited from the increased demand by
warring nations for American goods.

Amer:cans Have Divided Loyalties In 1914, one third of

icans were foreign-born. Many still thought of themselves in
mms of their former homelands—as German Americans, Irish
Americans, Polish Americans, and so on. With relatives in Europe,
many people supported the nation in which they were born.

Some German Americans in the Midwest and some Irish Amer-
jeans along the East Coast felt strongly that the Central Powers
were justified in their actions. Many Americans had emigrated from Ger-
many or Austria-Hungary. Millions of Irish Americans harbored intense
s over the centuries of Great Britain’s domination of their homeland.
They hoped that Treland would gain its independence as Britain became
entangled in the war. Many Jewish Americans who had fled Russia to escape 1

| strong historic ties with the United States. America’s national language
5 English, its cultural heritage was largely British, and its leading trading
iner was Britain. France had aided the American cause during the Revo-

Analyzing Political Cartoons

The Question of Neutrality In this
1916 cartoon, President Wilson tries to
neutralize German Kaiser William II's
bloody sword (representing Germany's
policy of unrestricted submarine war-
fare) by pointing it toward the ground.
. How does the cartoonist portray

2.

Kaiser William 11? !
What position do you think the
cartoonist holds  on  American
involvement in the war?

‘. . 18 War_

ierican Opinion Crystallizes No event at the beginning of the war swayed
€rican opinion more than the vicious German invasion of neutral Belgium.
man soldiers marching through Belgium committed numerous atrocities,
ing unarmed civilians and destroying entire towns. British journalists and
pagandists stressed, and sometimes exaggerated, the brutality of the Ger-
08" actions. Americans might have only dimly understood the causes of the
war but they clearly perceived the human cost of the war for Belgium.
EVentually, three distinct positions on the war crystallized among Americans.
“group, the isolationists, believed that the war was none of America’s business
that the nation should isolate itself from the hostilities. A second group, the
ventionists, felt that the war did affect American interests and that the
éd States should intervene in the conflict on the side of the Allies. A third
» the internationalists, occupied the middle ground. Internationalists
*lieved that the United States should play an active role in world affairs and
toward achieving a just peace but not enter the war.

.Chec_print Why did President Wilson fear that the war would set
Americans against one another?

Chapter 6 Section1 175




Neutrality Gives Way to War

An internationalist, President Wilson sincerely desired peace in his coupgpy
and around the world. Between the start of the war in 1914 and America’s ent;
into it in 1917, Wilson attempted to use his influence to end the conflict amg,
the warring countries. He failed in this great effort. Ultimately, he also faileq.
keep the United States out of the war.

to

Britain Blockades Germany Early in the war, British leaders decided to yg
their navy to blockade Germany to keep essential goods from reaching the gthep
country. International law generally allowed contraband goods, usually defineq
as weapons and other articles used to fight a war, to be confiscated legally by :
belligerent nation. Noncontraband goods, such as food, medical supplies,
other nonmilitary items, could not be confiscated. Britain, however, contested ¢
definition of noncontraband articles. As the war continued, Britain expanded j
definition of contraband until it encompassed virtually every product, includine

gasoline, cotton, and even food—in spite of international law.

German Submarines Violate Neutral Rights Germany responded by
attempting to blockade Britain—even though it lacked the conventional nayal
forces to do so. Instead, in February 1915, Germany began sinking Allied s

the ship
that a0 sl il mafaty for ik President Wil a5
i and provided with safety for its passengers. President Wilson w

was carrying ammunition and other contraband. Americans protested
unarmed and unresisting ship should not be sunk without first being

ed but still wanted peace. “There is such a thing as a man being too proud
fight,” he told his fellow citizens. “There is such a thing as a nation being so
t?- h% th’at it does not need to convince others by force that it is right.”
ng(}ermany helped to keep the United States out of the war by eventually prom-
<sing not to sink any more passenger ships. But in 1916, Germany violated that
mnmjse by sinking the unarmed French passenger ship Sussex. Another storm
of protest erupted in America. Again, Germany pledged not to sink unarmed
ships. This promise, called the Sussex Pledge, would not last long.

Wilson Prepares for War President Wilson wanted to remain at peace, but
even he must have realized the futility of that hope. At the end of 1915, Wilson
began to prepare the nation for war. Many believed that “preparedness” was a
dangerous course that could actually provoke war. Even so, Congress passed
two pieces of legislation in 1916 to prepare for the possibility of U.S. involve-
ment. The National Defense Act expanded the size of the army, and the Naval
Construction Act ordered the building of more warships.

Still, Wilson hoped to avoid the conflict. In 1916, he ran for

reelection with the slogan, “He kept us out of war.” It was a
close election, but Wilson won a narrow victory over Republi-
gan Charles Evans Hughes.

ji **i using its U-boats, or submarines. The reality of the German blockade struck
| America on May 7, 1915, when a German U-boat sank the British passenger

i liner Lusitania off the coast of Ireland. German officials correctly claimed that
[

@ INFOGRAPHIC ) Ao

Ships Sunk by U-boats, May 1917-Jan. 1918

2
- Boats:

> Ship sunk [P, May 7, 1915 March 24, 1916 February 1, 1917
| ——l ——ees : - N e e
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: SR SDIERI00 m: 8 i 3 illustrations of the { :
£ G 50 100 km . e On May 7, 1915, the British passenger ship Lusitania cruised sinking of the Lusitania | )
o VN B off the coast of Ireland. The German submarine U-20, lurking contributed to public % |
S e s underwater, sighted the ship and fired a torpedo into its T —— - _ fury in the United States. ‘
i Dover s starboard side. It sank within 20 minutes, killing nearly 1,200 ~ September 1, 1915 April 6, 1917 The sinking of an unarmed :
! o o o3 3 passengers. Among the dead were 128 Americans. Germany promises not to Germany again U.S. declares fmd Mile=dny ship violated I_
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| ?l _despe‘rate‘__@e_l_'?iﬂp Iegdgrs_glec’laréd unrestricted submarine: An American of the Lusitania?
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American Issues A
e—e—o—o Connector

TRACK THE ISSUE

When should America go to
war?

Over the years, the United States has
had many motives for going to war. The
nation has gone to war to protect itself,
gain economic benefits, aid its allies,
expand its borders, or increase its power
and influence. Under what circumstances
is war justified? Americans debate this
issue each time the country fights. Use
the timeline below to explore this
enduring issue.

1812 War of 1812
Americans fight to stop Britain from
seizing American ships and sailors.

1860s Civil War

North and South fight over slavery,
states’ rights, and preservation

of the Union.

? 1917-1918 World War |

United States goes to war after
Germany violates American neutrality.

1940s World War II
The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor
draws America into the conflict.

1960s-1970s Vietnam War
United States fights to halt spread
of communism in Southeast Asia.

A newspaper
announces
America's entry
into World
War | on

April 6, 1917.
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DEBATE THE ISSUE

War on Terrorism After the terrorist attacks of 2001, the United Stat
invaded Afghanistan and Iraq as part of the War on Terrorism. The war

in 2004,

aimed to track down the perpetrators of the terrorist attacks and to
prevent future attacks by promoting demacracy in the Middle East.

“The use of military force against
terrorist networks and regimes
abetting their crimes is certainly
justifiable. . . . Our leaders are, in my
judgment, morally obligated to use
as much force as necessary. . . to
protect innocent Americans and
other potential victims of terrorism.
—Robert P. George, professor,
Princeton University

29

“When you make the argument tha

there is a ‘just war," what you are sa
ing is that there is an aggression, a
major offense is being committed -
and you do not have any other way
to protect people from that aggres-
sion except to use force.” _
—Reverend J. Brian Hehir,

Catholic theologian

Connect to Your World

1. Compare Why does Professor George support the War on
Terrorism? Why does Reverend Hehir oppose it?

2. Analyze Do you think Hehir would have supported the decision t€

enter World War I? Explain.

i

3. Debate Learn more about opinions on the War on Terrorism.
Prepare an argument supporting or opposing either view above. -

Web Code: neh-0612
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War. Am

ded desperate measures.

[n January 1917, suffering severe supply shortages
duetothe blockade, Germany took action. First, German
Foreign Minister Arthur Zimmermann sent a telegram
1o Mexico. The Zimmermann note proposed an alliance
with Mexico, stating that if the United States declared
war on Germany, Mexico should declare war on the
United States. In return, after a German victory, Mexico
would get back the states of Texas, New Mexico, and
Arizona, which it had lost in 1848 after its defeat in the
Mexican-American War. The telegram was intercepted
ythe British, who gave it to American authorities. Next,
(Germany once again announced unrestricted submarine
warfare against Britain.

Although most leaders knew Mexico had no inten-
tion of attacking the United States, Americans were
shocked by the publication of the Zimmermann note.
Bven Wilson no longer called for peace. On April 2,
1917, he asked Congress for a declaration of war

against Germany:

Primary Source--

Enters the War Wilson did not have much time to enjoy his victory.
1917, two events occurred that helped to push the United States into the
erican trade with the Allies had sustained Britain and France in the
while the British blockade of Germany had stopped the flow of American

to the Central Powers. As far as Germany was concerned, desperate times

HISTORY MAKERS

war on Germany in 1917.

Jeannette Rankin (1880-1973)
In 1916, Jeannette Rankin became the
first woman elected to Congress.
Committed to women's rights,
she was also a dedicated
pacifist. She and 49 other
members of Congress

voted against declaring

Twenty-four years later, in 1941, she
was the only member of Congress to vote
against the declaration of war against
Japan. "As a woman,” Rankin said, “I
can't go to war, and | refuse to send
anyone else.” She lost her bid for
reelection in the election years that
followed both votes.

““The world must be made safe for democracy. Its peace

must be planted upon the tested foundations of political liberty. . . . We are but one of

the champions of the rights of mankind. We shall be satisfied when those rights have

been made as secure as the faith and the freedom of nations can make them.””
—Woodrow Wilson, April 2, 1917

Congress responded on April 6, 1917, with a declaration of war. Wilson’s long

struggle to keep America at peace was over.

. ' Checkpoint What German actions led the United States to enter

World War 1?
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' significance to the outbreak and course What caused World War |, and why did g Compare Points of View Compare
& ofWorld War |, the United States enter the war? the three positions Americans took on
: : :g::;ris;n - Writing About History the issue of whether or not the United
S rerai 5 y

H * William II e 3. Quick Write: Identify Causes List shates sh?uld enter the i .
B sl each cause of U.S. entry into World 6. Synthesize Information Why did

* U-boat War |, and then organize them in order ~ the United States decide to enter the 3

e of importance. Finally, turn your list war and fight on the side of the Allies?

into a paragraph describing the causes
of U.S. involvement in the war.
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WITNESS HISTORY ) Auwoio

Supporting the War ,
While soldiers trained to fight in the war, Americs
on the home front supported the war by working
war industries, lending money to the governmeng,
and conserving food to feed the troops abroad.

““perhaps it will not be long before we will read

the trenches of France. There will be boys in those [
that you know, boys that I know. And as our eyes i
over with tears it will be at least some comfort to s
be able to say, 'l am helping too. | am saving foodf;
the hoys who are fighting.””” '
—Committee on Public Information hullet

July 19

hanpuova . A Girl Scouts collect peach pits to be used in gas-mask filters.

The Home Front

Objectives

- * Analyze how the American government

mobilized the public to support the war effort.
* Describe opposition to the war.

e Qutline significant social changes that
occurred during the war.

Terms and People

Selective Service Act conscientious objector
Bernard Baruch Espionage Act

CPI Great Migration
George Creel

| NoteTaking

Reading Skill: Summarize As you read,
summarize the key points made in the section in a
chart like the one below.

American Home Front

uﬁobilization ] [ Opposition | [Social change]
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Why It Matters Before the war, the federal government played
minor role in the daily lives of most Americans. But during Wor
War I, the government assumed new powers. It regulated ind
trial and agricultural production, worked to shape public opinio
and established a new military draft. While war required sacrifi
it also brought new economic opportunities and many America
migrated to other parts of the country in search of these op
tunities. The war permanently changed Americans’ relations
with their government. Section Focus Question: How did the war affi
Americans at home?

America Mobilizes for War

War affects many things, but its greatest impact is on the livi
ordinary people. People fight, sacrifice, and sometimes die in W
People work to produce the food that soldiers eat and the gunst
soldiers fire. People shape the information that others receive abt
the war. War may be the result of conflicts between nations, but
touches the lives of millions of individuals.

Building an Army When the United States entered World Wai
the United States Army was only a fraction of the size of Europ
armies. To build the army, President Wilson encouraged Americ
to volunteer for service and pushed Congress to pass the Sel

Service Act. The act, which Congress passed in May 1917, aut
rized a draft of young men for military service in Europe. OB

day long lists of American boys killed or woundeq "I

.+ day of its enactment, June 5, 1917, more than 9.6 million Americans regis-
" 1 for the draft and were assigned a number. The government held a “great
4 tional lottery” in July to decide the order in which the first draftees would be
~led into service. Blindfolded, Secretary of War Newton D. Baker pulled
} qumber 958 out of a jar. The group of men assigned that number became the
:ery first draftees.
Qver the course of the war, more than 24 million Americans registered for the
& Of these, about 2.8 million were actually drafted into the armed forces.
[nclu;iing volunteers, the total number of American men in uniform during
World War I reached nearly 4.8 million. More than 4 million of these were sent
to help the Allies in France.

constructing a War Economy While the Selective Service Commission
raised an army, President Wilson worked to shift the national economy from

cetime to wartime production. This process proved slow and frustrating.
First, the Council of National Defense, which was formed in August 1916, cre-
ated an array of new federal administrative agencies to oversee different phases
ofthe war effort. Individual agencies regulated food production, coal and petro-
Jeum distribution, and railway use. In practical terms, this meant that the gov-
ernment determined what crops farmers grew, what products industries
produced, and how supplies moved around on the nation’s trains.

Problems and administrative overlap soon led to the creation of the War
Industries Board (WIB). The WIB eventually became independent of the Coun-
¢l of National Defense. Headed by Bernard Baruch (buh ROOK), an influential
Wall Street investment broker who reported directly to the President, the WIB
regulated all industries engaged in the war effort. Baruch’s agency determined
what products industries would make, where those products went, and how
much they would cost. The system of free enterprise was curtailed to fulfill the
nation’s acute need for war materials. Americans realized that they had to coop-
erate rather than compete in order to defeat the Central Powers.

What Baruch did for industry, future U.S. President Herbert Hoover achieved
for agriculture. As head of the Food Administration, he set prices high for wheat

and other foodstuffs to encourage farmers to increase production. He also asked 1915 and 19187
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Wartime Production

These women worked during the war
inspecting bullets for rifles. According
to the graph, by what percentage did
manufacturing increase between
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| . Shaping Public Opinion Hoover’s efforts would have been fruitless if g N

i American people did not believe in supporting the war. Most Americans dj S
|

Vocabulary Builder Americans to conserve food as a patriotic gesture. If the American people o : .
l conserve—(kuhn SERV) v. to keep less, then more food could be shipped to American and other Allied so]gjy v , B '
. from wasting fighting the war overseas. To this end, Hoover instituted wheatless Mond ./ : { m N m
| and Wednesdays, meatless Tuesdays, and porkless Thursdays and Saturdg ) - ; _ g8

While the presence of millions of American soldiers in France
helped the Allies, their absence at home had dramatic conse-.
quences. Families lived in constant fear for their fathers,
hushands, brothers, or sons overseas, some of whom would
never return. Many people had to take on the jobs of the
absent soldiers. Meanwhile, the government encouraged
Americans to go to work in war industries, conserve food and
other goods, and buy Liberty bonds to support the war effort.

i3
k

understand the reasons for the war in 1914, and many questioned why th ‘_»j b |
United States became involved in 1917. It was the job of the Committee o
Public Information (CPI) to educate the public about the causes and natyre
the war. The CPI had to convince Americans that the war effort was a just cay 3
Wilson appointed George Creel as the director of the CPI. A former jou
and a passionate admirer of American institutions, Creel combined educatjos
and a widespread advertising campaign to “sell America.” The CPI distribugg
75 million pamphlets and 6,000 press releases, and it assembled an arm v 0
75,000 speakers who gave lectures and brief speeches on America’s war aim

!

and the nature of the enemy. In addition, the CPI designed, printed, and distrik
uted millions of posters that dramatized the needs of America and its allies, The
CPI also stressed the cruelty and wickedness of the enemy, particularly Gey
.I many, which in some cases aggravated resentment toward German Americans

| Workers Lost Workers Gained

— agricultural jobs in the Southwest. |

Opposition and Its Consequences

The CPI's work was important because Americans did not always peacefull
agree with one another about the war. Members of two large ethnic groups
German Americans and Irish Americans, tended to oppose the Allies for dif
ferent reasons. Swept up in patriotic fervor, some people treated Ge n ar
Americans with prejudice, or intolerance. Other Americans were pacifists wh
opposed war for any reason. To quiet dissent, or differing opinions, the govers
ment acted in ways that sometimes trespassed on individual liberties.

—

Result: Despite gains, the United States
still faced a shortage of workers
when it joined the war in 1917.

| SOURCE: The American Home Front,
James L. Abrahamson

‘ ‘ Still, using these methods, Creel and the CPI earned widespread support forth In addition to the millions of Nearly 500,000 women joined the
: (1 American war effort. ; B | workers who went into the military, | workforce for the first time,
[ | Mw " . : ) o | immigrants from Europe, who 400,000 African Americans left the
it v Checkpoint How did the United States ready its military, economy, | had swelled the workforce inthe | rural South for industrial jobs in
\ and people for war? | early 1900s, dropped from one the North, and nearly 240,000
il | million in 1914 to only 31,000 Mexicans immigrated to the
! : 1 in1918. United States, filling mainly

Private T. P. Loughlin says goodbye
to his family (above right). A poster

Ny

'1 / .‘ 2 -

g . : ¥ with a stirring message urges ;

& Resistance to the Draft Without a doubt, the draft created controversy. Som Americans to buy Liberty bonds (far Thinkina Criticall .
g Noble Goals Americans believed it was an illegal intrusion of the federal government into th right). Two women deliver ice, a job 5 g‘ mgC I : 1cally '
Postcards like this one emphasized private lives. Some men refused to cooperate with the Selective Service pr formerly done by men (left). e |

did conserving food on the
home front help the war
effort?

2. Predict Consequences

Wilson's goal of making the world They were often court-martialed and imprisoned. Others simply tried to avoid th

“safe for democracy.” draft. Perhaps as many as 12 percent of men who received draft notices neve

responded to them.
Another group resisted the draft by beco *ff

S conscientious objectors, people whose moral or 1€l E What do you think will
f F gious beliefs forbid them to fight in wars. In theory, B happen to the women and
" Selective Service Act exempted from combat servie _?_[I_omen Work for Peace Some American women also opposed the war. African Americans who
B members of “any well recognized religious sect @ {;qure the war, a number of leading American feminists, including reformer took new jobs during the i
organization ... whose existing creed or principle gllne Addams, formed the Women’s Peace Party and, with pacifist women from war when the war ends? i

w‘i €T countries, the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom.

:_ dlinette Rankin, the first woman to serve in the U.S. House of Representa-
» Voted against the declaration of war. After America joined the Allies, some i
€N continued to oppose the war, but most supported American war efforts.

As America’s participation in the war incre fXample, the influential National American Woman Suffrage Association Vooabulary Builder _
however, the government improved its treatments : _:W{SA) dropped its initial peace initiatives and supported America’s war objectivef(ﬂhb JEHK tihv) n. Il
conscientious objectors. ! FC‘tlvas_ After adopting this new policy, NAWSA doubled in size. something worked toward; goal

forbid its members to participate in war” In pra ”f
this policy was widely ignored. Some conscient_l
objectors were treated badly by their local dréf

boards, and others were humiliated in training camp

17
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Eugene V. Debs Protests

In June 1918, Socialist leader Eugene
V. Debs was arrested for making an
antiwar speech in Canton, Ohio
(below). While in prison, Debs
accepted the Socialist Party's nomina-
tion for President and won more than
900,000 votes in the 1920 election.

184 World War | and Beyond

The Government Cracks Down on Dissent The work of the CPI creat
a mood in America that did not welcome open debate. Some felt the CP] g
the free expression of controversial opinions and worried about the impacg '
rigorous military campaign on democracy. They did not want the freedomg ¢
Americans held most dear to become victims of the conflict. As in Previous g
future wars, the government navigated a difficult path between respectin
restricting individual rights. Authorities tended to treat harshly indivig
who worked against the goal of winning the war. 1
In June 1917, Congress passed the Espionage Act, allowing postal aut'
ties to ban treasonable or seditious newspapers, magazines, or printed ma'
als from the mail. It also enacted severe penalties for anyone engaged in dis]
or treasonable activities. Anyone found obstructing army recruiters, a1d1ng
enemy, or generally interfering with the war effort could be punished with up
a $10,000 fine and 20 years of imprisonment.
In 1918, Congress limited freedom of speech even further with the passageg
the Sedition Act. The act made it unlawful to use “disloyal, profane, scurrilg
or abusive language” about the American form of government, the Constitutior
or the military forces. The government employed the Sedition Act to prose
socialists, political radicals, and pacifists. Eugene V. Debs, the leader of th
Socialist Party in America, was imprisoned under the act. For his crime—gj
a mildly antiwar speech to a convention of socialists in Canton, Ohio—he w Wi
sentenced to a 10-year term in a federal prison.
The Supreme Court upheld the constitutionality of the Sedition Act in i - - : AR A
case of Schenck v. United States (1919). The Court ruled that there are time ) s i
when the need for public order is so pressing that First Amendment protectx 1’
of speech do not apply. The Debs case and others like it show that the war di
lead to some suppression of personal freedoms and individual rights.

e . : < The War Changes American Society
Prejudice Against German Americans Sometimes, the war enthusiast

t only changed the economic and political lives of Americans, but
created by the CPI and other groups took an ugly turn. Some German A QI ar niot only chang i p

t d harshly during th p— ded G | it also brought substantial social changes. New opportunities opened up for
i A reatfa arsiy dunng the war. JeTicans regarded e women, African Americans, and Mexican Americans. Some left their homes to
its arrogant kaiser, ruthless generals, and spike-helmeted soldiers—as the pr

? | seek new ones where they could take advantage of these opportunities.
mary foe among the Central Powers. Popular movies, such as The Kaiser, th g y g PP

Beast of Berlin, as well as some CPI posters and speeches intensified this feeli Women Embrace New Opportunities Before the war, some American
by portraying Germany as a cruel enemy. Some Americans wrongly generalize Wwomen campaigned for women’s suffrage. They won the vote in several western
that if Germany was cruel, then all German people were cruel. | states and still hoped to gain the franchise nationally. Many feared that the war

As a result, Americans stopped teaching German in publ Would draw attention away from their efforts. In fact, the war gave women new

schools and discontinued playing the music of Beethoven a dlnnces and won them the right to vote.

Brahms. They renamed German measles “liberty measlés ~ Asmen entered the armed forces, many women moved into the workforce for
cooked “liberty steaks” instead of hamburgers, and walke ﬁeﬁrst time. Women filled jobs that were vacated by men who had gone to
their “liberty pups” instead of dachshunds. German Ameér Mt They worked in munitions factories, on the railroads, as telegraph opera-
cans were pressured to prove their loyalty to America - torsand trolley conductors, and in other jobs that were previously open only to
condemning the German government, giving up spe : :m- Others labored on farms. Some joined the Red Cross or the American
German and reading German-language newspapers, 4 omen’s Hospital Service and went overseas. They worked as doctors, nurses,
participating enthusiastically in any patriotic drive. ‘i:' 'ﬁlbulance drivers, and clerks. Thousands enlisted when the Army Corps of
sionally, hatred of the German enemy boiled over into Vi Was created in 1918. Women proved that they could succeed in any type

lence against German Americans. Some German Ameri ﬁm’ regardless of difficulty or risk.

were harassed, others were beaten, and a few were killed ‘ . B¥ their efforts and sacrifices during the war, women convinced President
no other reason than they were born in Germany or "-"' N t0 support their suffrage demands. He contended that granting the vote
with a German accent. 4  WOmen was “vita] to winning the war.” If women could do the work of men,

fertainly deserved the same voting privileges as men. Finally, in 1919,
S Passed the Nineteenth Amendment giving the vote to women. The
d two thirds of states ratified the amendment in the summer of 1920, a
Y more than 70 years in the making.

v/ Checkpoint Compare and contrast the reasons
some Americans did not support the war.

Nursing the Wounded

Red Cross workers were a symbol of
caring in the midst of fear during
World War |. About 18,000 American
Red Cross nurses cared for wounded
soldiers and civilians during the war.
Their job was difficult and often
dangerous—nearly 300 nurses lost
their lives.
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~ The Great Migration During World War |

. and after, several push factors caused thousands of

~ African Americans to decide to move away from their

homes in the South. A handful of pull factors drew

them to new homes in the North.

Pushed from the South by...

e Jim Crow segregation laws

-
#
=

Lynchings and other racial violence

L]
~ o Low-paying jobs as sharecroppers or servants
[ ]

Ruined cotton crops due to boll weevil infestation

~ Pulled to the North by...

o Economic prosperity in northern cities
e Job openings due to reduced immigration
o Aid from African Americans in the North

Geography and History How did
World War | contribute to the prosperity
and labor shortage that caused migration?

African Americans Follow Opport
sented new opportunities to African Ame
American leaders supported the war.
wrote African American leader W.E.B.
excellent opportunity to show all Americans the loyalty and patriotism of Afrric
Americans. Thousands of them enl
for the battlefields of France. On the battlefield,

under the command of white

R 1

o k.2 3 b
= Ees &
i P
N aratic
T & - ;
Significant loss of & see CANADA F
African American G Ja
population i

Significant gain in

African Ameri 2
[ African American MIZL

'-: opulation i N
e B | Detroit®~
X3 » African American fchicago’ N
e migration 4 4 ik
- I IN : =4

_\Ms | AL} GA 7Atlanti

b Cighd e Bile Oceil
o ELAE i
ﬁ\- i Gulf of Mexico w5

ricans. From the outset, most Afri
“If this is our country, then this is our
Du Bois. He viewed the struggle as

officers. Altogether, 367,000 African Americ

served in the military. Hundreds died for their country.

Meanwhile, a great movement o
the industrial North was taking place. This movement to the
many African Americans refe
Migration. African
Some hoped to escape
and a chance for economic a

offered. Still others dre amed of a
and 1920, more than 1.2 million
Some whites in the South tried to get blacks to stay in the region of

using methods that ranged from persuasion
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“Land of Hope;
rred to the North at that time, is called the G

Americans left their homes in the South for many reas
the violent racism of the South. Others desired betterd

dvancement, which wartime industry in the N

African Americans moved to the North.

to violence. Meanwhile,

unity North The war similarly pr

isted or were drafted into the army and sal
they fought in segregated Ul

f African Americans from the rural Sou

better future for their children. Betweerl: k

their-‘.ﬁ"

@enc;ns who already lived in the North encouraged migration. Newspapers
in the orifh, such as the Chicago Defender; an African American newspape
that was widely read in the South, pushed home this point: P

* Pri B
. Ou 'rce 7 | beg you, my brother, to leave the benighted land
. ... Come north then, all you fol
Defendersays come.”’ you folks, both good and bad. . . . The
— Chicago Defender

African Amen(.:ans moved to Chicago, as the Defender encouraged, whe
they‘foun.d wolrk in meatpacking plants. They migrated to Detroit whe;r thre
gb.tamed jobs in auto factories. They traveled to smaller industrial :cowns? tﬁy
M1c11west a];d tli ;he g}ilan}f cities of the Northeast. Millions eventually maclllg thz
exodus, and although they did not entirely es iscriminati i
forge petter futures. The Great Migration \)irvas Ziieo?:ﬁzurﬁg;:?;n’ rianl dl'd
sodes in African American history. PP T

Mexican _Amerlcans Move North Some of the same reasons that led Afri

can_ Americans to move north caused Mexicans to cross the border int tll;l-
United States. Many Mexicans also faced violence and desperate povert g
@ey also wanted better lives for themselves and their children I;\’Ivet i and
grated. to the American West, where they sought work on large.razi)csh lmmlci
farms in Texas and along the Pacific Coast. Increased demands for foodes aél

decrease in American farmworkers created jobs that Mexican migrants ﬁ?lnd )
de?(;;:i ;):hetl\f/_[e)‘(ican migration was seasonal. Many workers cr%gsed the f)o-r

| est fruits or grains or to pick cotton whi i -
then crossed back into Mexico. But others stayed ;Lile;z};:r:}i‘{?;i;:dsgi:;

their home. Some Mexican workers migrated first to the Southwest and then to

] téa:h ?::ﬁ?er; hstat;s in search‘of factory jobs, but a large population stayed in
B ( a. They formed barrios (BAHR ee ohz), or Hispanic neighborhoods, in

Los Angeles and in smaller cities in California’s Imperial Valley. California had

‘always had a rich Hispani i
5 panic heritage, but these new immi
important economic dimension to that heritage. s

. Checkpoint How did the war provide new opportunities for women

African Americans, and Mexican Americans?

' ey s SRS a A .
A < p Progress Monitoring Online
B =6 S For: Self-test with vocabula cti
- Web Code: nea-0604 o
Comprehensi
ens i
ion 2. NoteTaking Reading Skill

Summqrize Use your chart to answer
the Section Focus Question: How did
the war affect Americans at home? 5

1. Terms and People For each item
belovy, write a sentence explaining
how it affected the American home
front during World War I.

Selective Service Act

* Bernard Baruch

L

Writing About History
3. Quick Write: Identify Multiple

o

* CP| Effects Write a paragraph describing 6.

three effects that World War | had on
the American home front. Think about
economic and social changes caused by
the war. Be sure to include at least one
example of each effect to support your
statements.

il * George Creel
i : con;cientious objector
N Espionage Act

Great Migration

Critical Thinking
4. Categorize In what ways did Ameri-

cans support the war effort?

. Identify Point of View How did the

Supreme Court justify the restrictions
of the Sedition Act?

Pr_edict Consequences How do you
think returning soldiers reacted to
changes at home when the war ended?
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ourt REEL | g 7 |
| : ; 3 s ; ’ i WITNESS HISTORY H{») auio

War Enthusiasm

{-\ithough the first American troops arrived in France
in 1917, American soldiers did not reach France in

What Are the Limits of Free Speech?

The First Amendment guarantees that each person has the right to free speech,
both spoken and written. Tt protects the right of people to have their say and to qrestnumibers anil 1978, George M, Colian!
hear what others have to say. But can the government limit freedom of speech in .‘ »Over There” Wa; - dg:ﬁer:tiv(;l;? § song
. \ \ : 3 ? 3 - 0
> . & recruit troops and raise morale.

order to protect the rights or safety of individuals and the nation?
H N i ! “€Over there, over there.
T \ -, / Send the word, send the word over there,
. . That the Yanks are coming,

1t

Schenck v. United States (191 9) :
: : The Issue The Decision @) ev D : ,
Tl | @ 1 ‘ - i - T The Yanks are coming . . .
57 t\s t\a oy, U &/ So prepare, say a pray’r,
y / ."{D L4 Z

SECTION

o During World War I, Charles Schenck Schenck's appeal to | The Court unanimously '
was convicted of violating the Espio- the Supreme Court upheld Schenck’s con- / g
nage Act of 1917, which madeita argued that his viction and said that N : ; . \;“ﬂ Ehe word, send the word to beware.
1% a8 = e'll be over, we're coming over,
\\\_ \"\ ; F and we won't come back till it's over

crime to cause refusal of duty in the actions were pro- in times of war the _ i A S
military. tected by the First government may place § | \
Amendment. reasonable limitations \\\ e ; Over there.””
nd MESIE SO AT UE = | .
sart o oH AN , ‘ —From the song “Over There,” written by

e Schenck had distributed pamphlets ¢ 3
urging men to resist the military draft. on freedom of speech. |4 word 2 COH A -
('}E!O'i s § € _— - George M. Cohan in 1917

A

Why It Matters . -
A "Over There” ' .
re” sheet music : A American troops disembark in France.

The Supreme Court reas
speech. Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes pointed out that one does not

have the right to falsely shout “Fire!” in a crowded theater and cause TR : L = A ; l So
a panic. He then set his famous “clear and present danger” test for ; oy n W d P
determining the limits of the First Amendment protection of speech. b/ ar’ an ea,ce

oned that there are limits to freedom of

¢The question in every ca 4 bb]eaives Whv It M
circumstances and are of such a nature as to create a clear and present — = Blide <tand h 3 y atters When the United Stat i
: ; o J ow th i ; ates entered World W:
danger that they will bring about the substantive evils that Congress : NOEEl'I-II_I‘;IGO .?;.I;?rfg ;THOE g EYhOdl.El' N . contributed to the :IIliJerZilt:i(:t?Jtr;tie: tnI:(IeI ]\tf:a?r, :1111:1:213'11“1]1118% v:f 1917’1338 i i L ) asl;;lﬁ
: : ) g Lale. ar would be won or lost on the Western Front i
= * Describe the aims of the Fourteen Points. Since 1914, both sides had tried desperately to break :;)}I:e ﬁiﬁ:ﬁé

has a right to prevent. _ )
Court has protected the individ- ' A AWorld Wér Ira * Analyze the decisions made at the Paris Peace there—a.nd failed. The American entry into the war would pla

ual’s right to express unpopular ideas. But the Court has also said that free speech poster - Conference. key role in the Allied victory. Section Focus Question: How did gmz ¥

cans affect the end of World War | and its peace settlements? "

is limited. Restricted speech includes obscenities, libel, slander, words that incite ‘—J‘Explain by the Dhited States Serate refiised
- nate refuse

violence, and words that pose an immediate threat to the rights of individuals or 10 1atify the treaty ending World War |
- rl.
America Gives th i
e Allies the Edge

national security. .
™ Térms and People To E 1
tn 0 Huropea i
Connect to Your World moy _ League of Nations Bithnic divf;iozs ;’-ﬁ;s’ 1.:he U}fnted Stat.es was a great unknown.
What are the limits of free speech in schools? Select one of the cases below. Research e Lenin Henry Cabot Lodge [T - : dem‘a raised questions about how committed
and summarize the facts of the case, the Court's decision, and the reasoning behind ;;ou':t:fe’sh'“g reparations States could r? W:u : i ?Ombat' Sope-daiiietl tiimic Limted
the decision. Explain why you agree or disagree with the decision. 1 .detgrr;':‘i_ “irreconcilables” to influence thfe;uff;;l; eq?ﬁ; and transport an army fast enough
; . B : ) ation " s e o ) i

o Tinkerv. Des Moines School District (1969) B reservationists st fus e sjbzzrﬁrie;ii:i ﬁsn_nar; m11!1;ary

ot : ) 11
A in conflict before the Americans could make a differencz g to end the

<e is whether the words used are used in such

Over the years, the Supreme

o Hazelwood School Districtv. Kuhimeier (1988) i Readin 7
: ating Skill: Se i
For: Supreme Court cases  Sequenc quence As you read, Allied Convo ippi
SeQuence t . ys Protect Sh e d .
Web Code: nee-0613 - arlin 5 t?;;; ents leading to the end of World the impact of the renewed unre;fnpéilg szll:e All.les H;l;fnedlately -
 Ubon i U-boats sank - e German
B -h'ﬁensnl.';:r p— revlac Inerchant. ships in alarming numbers, faster than
. e placements could be built. As one merchant ship after another sank
| to the bottom of the sea, the Allies lost crucial supplies.

< Free Speech in School s
| ~ March I .
Together, the Allies addressed the problem of submarine warfare

In 1969, Mary Beth Tinker went to the Supreme Court .
to test her right to protest the Vietnam War in school. : i 1917 Hov, hv-adonti
i 1918 y adopting an old naval tactic: convoying. In a convoy, groups of
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Vocabulary Builder
mutual —(My00 choo uhl) adj.
shared

merchant ships sailed together, protected by warships. The arrangement was
designed to provide mutual safety at sea. Convoys made up of British and Amer-
ican ships proved to be an instant success. Shipping losses from U-boat attacks
fell as sharply as they had risen. Germany’s gamble had failed.

The Allies Struggle Meanwhile, the situation on land began to swing in favor
of the Central Powers. The Allies were exhausted by years of combat. Russia

L -

NETHERLANDS

was torn by revolutions. In

March 1917, a moderate, democratic revolution

overthrew Czar Nicholas II but
ical communists led by Viadimir

kept Russiain the war. In November 1917, rad-
Lenin (LEHN ihn) staged a revolution and gained

control of Russia. Russia stopped fighting in mid-December, and on March 3, 1918,
the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk ended the war between Russia (soon to become the
Soviet Union) and Germany. The end of the war on the Eastern Front allowed
Germany to send more soldiers to the Western Front. )
In the spring of 1918, Germany launched an all-out offensive on the Western
Front. The fierce attacks threatened to break through Allied defenses and open
a path to Paris. The hard-pressed Allies organized a joint command under
French General Ferdinand Foch (fawsh).

American Troops Join the Fight General JohnJ. Pershing, the commander
of American forces in Europe, arrived in France in June 1917, with a sma 5‘
American force. However, it was not until early 1918 that American troops
began arriving in larger numbers. At about the same time, the German offen-

sive began to stall. By the end of March 1918, Allied

HISTORY MAKERS

counterattacks and German exhaustion ended the
great German offensive.

John J. Pershing (1860-1948)
John J. Pershing was an experienced
soldier and leader who had fought in
several wars before the beginning of
American involvement in World

War |. After the U.S. declaration
of war, Pershing guided the
creation of the American
Expeditionary Force. He faced
the difficult task of tuming
millions of untrained men into
an effective fighting force. He
then led this force in France.
His skill in doing so helped
the Allies win the war.
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More fighting followed, and with each passing
week, American troops assumed more of the burd
on the battlefield. Germany launched several moré
offensives. Allied defenses buckled and stretched but
did not break. Each failed offensive weakened Gers
many a bit more and raised Allied hopes.

American Troops Distinguish Themselves
American troops called “doughboys,” saw significant
action in the late spring and summer of 1918. Amert
cans fought on the defensive along with the Frenchat
the Second Battle of the Marne and on the offensiv
the Battle of Cantigny (kahn tee NYEE), where
dislodged a large German force from fortified T
tions. They battled valiantly at Chateau-Thierry (si#
ToH tir EE) and Belleau (beh LOH) Wood, Meuse
Argonne (myooz ahr GAHN) and Saint-Mihiel (€
vEHL). Although it took some time, American troof
learned quickly and fought bravely.

One of America’s greatest war heroes was Alvin York of Tennesseé: 9
October 8, 1918, York was one of thousands of Americans fighting in the Meust
Argonne region of northeastern France. Trapped behind enemy lines, York at
16 other Americans took cover from blistering machine-gun fire. As half o
American force fell to German bullets, York took aim with his rifle and silé o8
a nearby German machine-gun nest. He then dodged a flurry of bullets to @
several other machine gunners and even charged one German position ¥
only a pistol! When the firefight died down, York and the surviving Ameres
had taken the German position against amazing odds. York’s battlefield
earned him a Congressional Medal of Honor.
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Alvin York was only one of thousands of heroes, many of whom died and most
of whom were never recognized for their deeds. They followed orders, fought
and made great sacrifices. Although African American soldiers often

1 in the United States Army, they demonstrated their patri-
example, an entire African American unit,

d the Croix de Guerre, a French award for
bravery, for its members’ actions in the Meuse-Argonne campaign. By the end
of the war, 1.3 million American soldiers had served on the front, more than
50,000 had lost their lives, and about 930,000 had been wounded.

bravely,
faced discriminatio
otism in dozens of engagements. For

the 369th Infantry Regiment, receive

added to those of France, Britain, and

The War Ends The American troops,
ge. By the fall of 1918, the German front

Ttaly, gave the Allies a military advanta

was collapsing. Both the German
Some men deserted, others mutinied, and many refused to fight. Their leaders
der. On November 11, 1918, Germany surren-

faced little choice but to surren
dered to the Alliesina railway car in Compiegne (kohn PYEHN), France. —Wood i u i
The war was over. Of the millions of soldiers who mobilized to fight, almost odrow Wilson, *Peace Without Victory” speech, January 22, 1917 B o =3
5 million Allied and 8 million Central Power troops were dead. Nearly 6.5 million Irf zjtnother address to Congress in January 1918, Wilson answered 12 g 5 g =
civilians were also dead, victims of the terrible conflict. It was left to the peace- L.e T charges about the nature of the conflict by Outli,ning America’ e |8 E & &
results would justify the costs. aims in what became known as the Fourteen Points. At the hea:t Sf‘:ﬁr T8 _:'::_
Fourteen Points was his idea of “peace without victory.” Wilson prop(;)sed z 8 e g
] — =

makers to determine whether the

# Checkpoint How did American in
War 1?

volvement help the Allies win World

and Austro-Hungarian armies had had enough.

Wwilson Promotes Peace Without Victory

Vladimir .Lemn, leader of the communist revolution in Russia, maintai
that the entire war was nothing more than an imperialistic land- : 1?11(; am?d
power, he exposed secret treaties that Russia had made with the oi;:a ‘AI?Ge 5
which they ag.‘reed to divide among themselves the empires of thei  ememiss:
These reve_latlons undercut the morality of the Allied cause in the W1 o

FOT Pres‘ldgnt Woodrow Wilson, however, the war was not about ajr. isiti
and _1mperlahsm—it was about peace and freedom. In Janua 191[‘17111;17';0115
had introduced the idea of a “peace without victory” in an addrf:zs to C(’Jngi':sosr'1

" Primary Source = “Only a tranquil Europe can be a stable Europe

[There] must be a peace without victory. . . . Victory would mean peace forczd- o
upon .thg loser, a victor's terms imposed upon the vanquished. It would be accepted i
humiliation . . . and would leave a sting, a resentment, a bitter memory upon ph'eh i
terms of peace would rest, not permanently, but only as upon quicksand ’F; o

peace inspired by noble ideals, not greed and vengeance

Military Casualties of World War |

d States

|
e

Troops (in millions)

Nt Juni

|

@ NFOGRAPHIC
SRS 1rmerican Voloes From the Western Front st 9 5,80 3. Sovr 1
= 3 : men were gassed before we wenk 4 LAY
— | : : ; : 3 : or, Ad i to top of ridge. Allies Central
e — n 1918, Americans fought alongside other Allied troops in several key battles | Capt. Smith killed. 18t Lt. MoKory = - Powers
A American doughboy on the Western Front, including Belleau Wood, Chateau-Thierry, the Second i and 2nd Lt. Kerr killed later. : Troops rf?oblltzed
helmet, worn by'a Battle of the Marne, Saint-Mihiel, and Argonne Forest. Although all of these q, " No officers left. Plece of shrapnel Troops killed, wounded, or missing
memc::.oe‘r pf the I\‘:mst battles were Allied victories, they were nonetheless deadly. Machine-gun i hit, helmet and went through SOURSE !f'ncywcbpaedia Britannica Online
U.S. division In ance barrages and exploding artillery shells filled with shrapnel or deadly gas killed canister of my £as mask.” s
or wounc'i‘ed tI?ousands of Ame_rlcan tro?p_s. One sold-ier wrote home to. his . | | . i ron AR dioeb g
mother: “Don’t worry. | am alright and it is worthwhile...we are blocking the 3 ‘ _ mlunsmm September 1918 ’J after a gas attack ¥

road to Paris. So we don’t die in vain.”
P
Gas mask » 4

«Qur division, which went into action
yesterday morning at practically full

gtrength, has lost half its men.
...I am just beginning to realize
what war really is.”
—dJohn Clark, fighting In the Second
Battle of the Marne, July 19 1918 =
| Thinking Critically
Why do you think American casualties were

1 relatively few compared with the casualties
| of the other combatants?
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Reading Skill: Summarize As
you read, summarize Wilson’s goals
for peace and whether or not each
goal was fulfilled.

Wilson's Ideas Decision Made
for Peace at Paris Peace
Conference

Peace without victory | Great Britain and
France make Germany
pay reparations.

Open diplomacy

Freedom of seas and
free trade

Move toward ending
colonialism

Self-determination

League of Nations

\ L\
/| Geography Intergctive,k

| For: Interactive map

hanges After World War | [Eiisosisie:n

: oawmr_ SWEDE i

The Fourteen Points sought to fundamentally change the world by promyg i
openness, encouraging independence, and supporting freedom. Critica]
secret treaties, Wilson called for open diplomacy. He insisted on freedom q
seas, free trade, a move toward ending colonialism, and a general reductjgn
armaments. He also championed national self-determination, or the I'igh"
people to choose their own form of government. This would lead to the creggis
of several new, independent states, but also raised many questions of which e
ulations would achieve statehood and under what circumstances. Final]
asked for a League of Nations to secure “mutual guarantees of politica] ing
pendence and territorial integrity to great and small states alike.”

In early 1919, the victorious Allies held a peace conference in Versaijs
(ver Si), a suburb of Paris, in the former palace of Louis XIV. President Wj]
believed that the peace conference was too important to be left to career dipl,
mats and lesser politicians, so he crossed the Atlantic Ocean himself to repy
sent the United States at the conference, something no President had ever J i

Wilson did not invite any leading Republicans to join him in his peace delegatig
Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, a Republican foreign policy expert, was left behir
because Wilson disliked him intensely. Wilson’s decision angered Republicans,
had won control of Congress in the 1918 elections. However, when the Ame:
President arrived in France, adoring crowds greeted him. “Never has a king
never has an emperor received such a welcome,” wrote one journalist. 1

&

Conic Projection
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New states
British mandate
French mandate

Austro-Hungarian
Empire, 1914

German Empire, 1914
Ottoman Empire, 1914
Russian Empire, 1914
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v/ Checkpoint Why did Wilson believe that a “peace without victory” |
help avoid future wars?

gl Mediterranean Sea o
g ;\'{—/— 0° sl apaagpeity 0 g
Map Skills Several of Wilson's Four- 2. Region Which of the four former
teen Points were violated when the map empires lost the most territory as a
of Europe was redrawn after the war. result of the war?

1. Locate: (a) Alsace-Lorraine, 3. Identify Central Issues How did
(b) Austro-Hungarian Empire, the establishment of mandates violate
(c) Yugoslavia, (d) Iraq the principle of self-determination?

Wilson at the Paris Peace Conference

Wilson’s idealism did not inspire the other Allied leaders at the peace conferen
They blamed Germany for starting the war, reminded Wilson that they had
fered more in the war than the United States, and insisted that Germany mak

reparations, or payment for war damages. The

HISTORY MAKERS

wanted to weaken Germany so that it would ?,:'z
threaten Europe again.

Before entering politics, Woodrow

the principles of collective security
and the common good. During
the Paris Peace Conference, he
urged other nations to form an
international organization
that could be used to promote
peace. Although the League
of Nations was ultimately
unable to ensure peace in
Europe, it laid the groundwork
for the United Nations, which
the United States took an
active role in creating after
World War 1.

Woodrow Wilson (1856-1924)

Wilson was first a professor and then the
president of Princeton University. He
brought his intellect and his idealism to the
presidency. Wilson believed that relations
between nations should be based on

Wilson lost a number of battles but kept fighting to salvage a League of
Nations, a world organization where countries could gather and peacefully
resolve their quarrels. On this point, Wilson refused to compromise. The other
- delegates finally voted to make the League of Nations part of the treaty.

Allied Leaders Reject Wilson’s Ideas Brii
prime minister David Lloyd-George and French
mier Georges Clemenceau (klay mahn SOH) knew
the citizens of their countries expected both peace ai
victory. Lloyd-George insisted on protecting the exis
ing colonial status quo and punishing Germany. Clén
enceau wanted to make Germany pay dearly for wh
it had done to France. In addition to reparations, |
demanded the return of Alsace-Lorraine and sever
key German colonies. Besides Britain and Fra
other Allies also had goals of their own and Wek
skeptical of Wilson’s grand vision. -

] |'fPI'.Ob|ems With the Peace In the end, the various peace treaties created
- almost as many problems as they solved. In the new map that emerged from the
L Eﬂnference, national self-determination was violated almost as often as it was con-
- firmed. In Europe, several populations of Germans found themselves attached to
~ 800-German nations. The same was true of several Austrian populations.

1 Furthermore, in the Middle East, the breakup of the Ottoman Empire led to
‘ ;n_ew States in which ethnic groups were clustered together randomly. To form
h‘b for example, the Versailles peacemakers threw together three provinces of
- the defeateq Ottoman Empire—Basra, Baghdad, and Mosul. But Basra had
. nﬂtural links to the Persian Gulf and India, Baghdad to Persia, and Mosul to
F?y and Syria. The various regions had no sense of Iraqi nationalism. In
i ﬁ?v:mn' Iraq, li'ke other holdings in the Middle East, Asia, and Africa, was not
R Efl to practice self-determination. It was attached to Britain as a mandate,
e _tel’rItory overseen by another nation.

Allies Create a League of Nations Once®
Versailles conference began, Clemenceau,
George, Italian Premier Vittorio Orlando, and 088
Allied leaders started to chip away at Wilson's
teen Points. Onto the scrap heap of failed pr
they piled freedom of the seas, free trade, the

tion of colonial empires, a general disarmami& ¥ Checkpoint How did the decisions at the Paris Peace Conference
and several other ideas. . Violate the Fourteen Points?

194 World War | and Beyond

Chapter 6 Section3 195




Point

Should the United Stateéjoin the Leaguewof; Nations?

After the Paris Peace Conference, the United States had to decide whether to join the League of Nations.
The League's purpose was to help maintain peace in the world. In the political cartoon below, Wilson
overloads a dove, a symbol of peace, with a large, heavy branch representing the League of Nations.

Read the options below. Then you make the call.

President Wilson Favors Joining

Primary Source

“A general association of nations must be
formed . . . for the purpose of affording
mutual guarantees of political indepen-
dence and territorial integrity to great
and small states alike. . . . It is the
principle of justice to all peoples. . .
and their right to live on equal terms . ..
with one another, whether they be strong

or weak.”

—President Woodrow Wilson, =
January 8, 1918

““Mr. President, there is another
reason . . . why | shall record my'\}
against thls treaty. It imperils wha
conceive to be the underlying, the
first principles of this Republic. ItT
conflict with the right of our peop
govern themselves free from all
restraint, legal or moral, of forelg
powers. |t challenges every tenet
political faith.”’ :

—Senator William E
You Decide November1
1. Why did Wilson favor joining the League of

Nations?

196 World War | and Beyond

2. Why did Borah oppose joining?
3. What decision would you have made? Why?

America Rejects the Treaty

When Wilson left Versailles to return to the United States, he knew the tre
was not perfect. But he believed that over time the League could correct its pre

lems. He still thought that a lasting peace could emerge.

Wilson Faces Troubles at Home Wilson did not leave his problems
France when he boarded a ship bound for the United States. German Americ:
thought the treaty was too harsh toward Germany, especially the “war g
clause” that suggested that Germany had caused the war. Irish Americans ¢
icized the failure to create an independent Ireland. Most importantly, howe!
the treaty would need to be submitted to the Republican-controlled Senate!
eign Relations Committee and then ratified, or approved, by the Republic

controlled Senate. In both bodies, as well as in his own Democratic Pal

Wilson faced stiff opposition.
A handful of senators believed that the United States should not get ent

in world politics or involved in world organizations. Known as uirreconcilable

these isolationist senators opposed any treaty that had a League of Nati
folded into it. They particularly disliked Article 10 of the League coven

Article 10 called for mutual defense by the signers of the treaty, a pledge that

nation would “respect and preserve . . . the territorial integrity and existing pe
ical inde-pendence of all the Members of the League.”
A larger group of senators, led by Henry Cabot Lodge and known
“reservationists,” were opposed to the treaty as it was written. Some wap
only small changes, while others demanded larger ones. For example, many’

Senator Borah Opposes Joining

013 10 could lead the United States into a war without the consent of Con-
which was unconstitutional. Reservationists believed that the language
o article was too vague and demanded that it not contradict the power of
ss to declare war. But with some changes, the reservationists were pre-
od to vote for the Treaty of Versailles. They knew that polls indicated that
3 Amencan people favored the League of Nations.
1con had compromised in Versailles, but he was not ready to compromise in
n, D.C. When the Senate delayed its ratification vote, Wilson took his
dn'ectly to the people. The League of Nations had become his personal cru-
» Bven though he was ill and weak, he set himself the grueling task of cross-
7the country and giving 32 addresses in 33 days. But his health failed on
‘tembel‘ 25, 1919, in Pueblo, Colorado. He was rushed back to Washington,
0., but suffered a debilitating stroke a few days later. As the Senate prepared
vote on the treaty, Wilson lay close to death, barely able to speak.
o
e Senate Rejects the Versailles Treaty In November 1919, one year
the war ended, a treaty revised to eliminate the complaints of the reserva-
ists reached the Senate for a vote. Wilson would not compromise and told
;])e_mocratlc supporters to vote with the irreconcilables against it. They did,
1 it was defeated. Next, the Senate voted on the treaty without any changes.
e Democrats voted for it, but the combined strength of the irreconcilables and
ervationists defeated it. Once more it was voted on, this time with only mod-
t changes. Again, Wilson told his followers to vote against it. Although some
emocrats voted for it, the combination of Wilson Democrats and irreconcil-
jles defeated the treaty.

’I‘he problem was not that most of the Senate was isolationist. Except for the

necilables, most senators wanted the United States to participate in world

. They differed slightly on what form that participation would take. How-

er, at a moment that demanded compromise, Wilson and his opponents
' to put aside personal and political differences for the good of the coun-

The tragedy of the failed votes was that without full American support, the

e of Nations proved unable to maintain peace among nations.

Checkpoint What reservations did Henry Cabot Lodge and his

- followers have about the peace treaty?
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Vocabulary Builder
contradict—(kahn truh DIHKT) v.
to go against

Critical Thinking
4, Summarize Describe America's

contributions to the Allied war effort.

. Express Problems Clearly What

problems did the peace treaties solve?
What problems did they create?
Draw Conclusions Why did the
United States Senate ultimately reject
the peace treaty and the League of
Nations?
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Woodrow Wilson:
The Fourteen Points

In a speech to Congress on January 8, 1918, President
Wilson laid out America’s war aims and his vision for
peace after the war. His speech included fourteen key
points upon which he believed that the peace following
the war must be based. However, not all of Wilson’s ideas
were adopted at the Paris Peace Conference.

hat we demand in this war, therefore, is nothing peculiar to

ourselves. It is that the world be made fit and safe to live in;
and particularly that it be made safe for every peace-loving nation
which, like our own, wishes to live its own life, [and] determine its
own institutions. . . . The program of the world’s peace, therefore, is
our only program; and that program, the only possible program as
we see it, is this:

1. Open covenants! of peace, openly arrived at, after which there
shall be no private international understandings of any kind but
diplomacy shall proceed always frankly and in the public view.

2. Absolute freedom of navigation upon the seas, outside territo-
rial waters, alike in peace and in war, except as the seas may be

closed in whole or in part by international action for the enforcement of

international covenants.

Summary of the Fourteen Points

| possible between countries,

4. | Reduce stockpiles of military armaments to
lowest point needed for domestic safety, -

5. | Adjust colonial claims, giving more

6. | Evacuate and restore Russian territories ca

during the war.

8. | Restore French territory and settle the deb

over Alsace-Lorraine.

9. | Adjust Italy’s boundaries according to the

nationalities of populations living there,

10. | Allow the peoples of the former
Austro-Hungarian Empire to choose their

own governments.

11. | Redraw boundaries of Balkan states based

nationalities and historical allegiances.

12. | Separate the Ottoman Empire into
independent countries according to

the Dardanelles.

13. | Restore and protect Poland as a govereign‘

state with access to the sea.

1. | Make no secret diplomatic agreements.
2. | Allow freedom of the seas in peace and ws
3. | Remove as many economic trade barrigrs

weight to the views of the colonized pegy

Restore and protect Belgium's sovereigmy_-

nationality; guarantee all nations access to

' 14. | Establish an association of nations to provi

collective security and to ensure peace.

¥ President Wilson
giving a speech in

3. The removal, so far as possible, of all economic barriers and the establish- 1916
ment of an equality of trade conditions among all the nations consenting to

the peace and associating themselves for its maintenance.

4. Adequate guarantees given and taken that national armaments will be

reduced to the lowest point consistent with domestic safety.

5. A free, open-minded, and absolutely impartial adjustment of all colonial
claims, based upon a strict observance of the principle that in determining
all such questions of sovereignty the interests of the populations concerned

must have equal weight with the equitable claims of the government whose A

title is to be determined. . . .

14. A general association of nations must be formed under specific cove-
nants for the purpose of affording mutual guarantees of political inde-

pendence and territorial integrity to great and small states alike.

Thinking Critically
1. Make Inferences Why does President Wilson think that the Fourteen
Points are “the only possible program” for the world's peace?

2. Synthesize Information Which of the Fourteen Points introduced
the idea of the League of Nations?

1. covenant (kunv uh nuhnt) 7. formal agreement.
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A Members of the famous 369th Infantry
U0 : Regiment are welcomed home in New

York City, 1919.
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A Difficult Transition

The service of African Americans during the war
renewed hopes for equal rights for African
Americans. However, the reality changed little.

€|t is necessary now as never before that the
black man press his claims as an American
citizen. . . . The Government laid claim to him,
both body and soul, and used him as freely as if he
were the equal of any other man behind the
guns. . . . The path he had to walk was just as
rough, the load he had to carry was just as heavy,
U and the life he gave just as sweet, as that of any
e e other man who laid his all upon the altar. He should
contend, therefore, for every privilege, every com-
fort, every right which other men enjoy.””
—Dr. A. A. Graham, African American leader

Effects of the War

;]ectives
escribe the problems Americans faced imme-
ately after the war.

Analyze how these problems contributed to
the Red Scare.

'U_nderstand how the war changed America’s
jgr,ole in world affairs.

erms and People

nfluenza Nicola Sacco
lation Bartolomeo Vanzetti
1 Scare Warren G. Harding
almer Raids creditor nation

loteTakin
ading Skill: Identify Main Ideas As you

K \ Identify and record the main ideas of this
=H0n'in a concept web like the one below.
&

Inflation Role of
women

Effects of
World War |

Red Scare

Why It Matters The end of World War I produced an unstable
international order. The loss of territory and the harsh reparations
imposed by the Allies encouraged a strong desire for revenge in
Germany. Meanwhile, Lenin’s Soviet Russia threatened revolution
throughout the industrial world. In the United States, the horrors
of the war along with widespread fear of communists and radicals
led Americans to question their political, if not their economic, role in
the world. Section Focus Question: What political, economic, and social
effects did World War | have on the United States?

America Adjusts to Peace

World War I produced significant economic, social, political, and
cultural changes in America and throughout the world. This led to
important, occasionally painful, adjustments.

Flu Epidemic Grips the Nation The movement from war to
peace would have been difficult even in the best of times. But the end
of 1918 and 1919 were not the best of times. In September 1918, an
unusually deadly form of the influenza, or flu, virus appeared.
Research in recent years shows that the 1918 influenza virus was
originally a bird flu that mutated to spread to humans. Many histori-
ans now believe that the virus originated in the United States, then
traveled around the world. Once the virus began, it spread like a
wildfire and killed millions worldwide like a predator feasting on its
prey. The great influenza pandemic, coming on the heels of the Great
War, gave a sense of doom and dread to people around the globe.
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People who contracted the influenza virus

(above) often complained of “bady aches so
intense they felt like bones breaking.” Many

people avoided public places, and others,
like these ballplayers (right), wore masks
when they went outside.
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The Spread of Influenza in the United States
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Women and African Americans Confront New Realities Women at

African Americans made significant advances during the war. However, the
of the war also spelled the end of wartime economic opportunities for both grow
A postwar recession, or economic slowdown, created a competitive job market.:
1920, there were fewer women in the workforce than there had been in 1910.
In northern industrial cities, African American workers vied with returt

soldiers for jobs and housing. During the hot summer of 1919, race riots erupt

in cities throughout the country. The worst, in Chicago, was triggered by"

drowning of a young black man by whites, and went on for 13 days. In 1921,V

lence erupted in Tulsa, Oklahoma, when armed African American men—man}
them returning veterans—tried to protect a young black man from lynching:.
the time the Tulsa race riots were over, at least 10 whites and 26 African Amé
cans were dead. In one African American neighborhood, white rioters b
35 city blocks to the ground.

Inflation Leads to Labor Unrest During the war, inflation, or rising pri¢
had been held in check. After the conflict, Americans rushed to buy cons :
goods rather than war bonds. The scarcity of these goods, coupled with Wi
spread demand, caused inflation. During the war, the price of corn, wheat, 0t

Hies that Americans held most dear. A group of people
i New York City formed the American Civil Liber-
ﬁ_ﬂB‘Union (ACLU) in 1920 to protect these liberties.
}Ee ACLU tried to do this by becoming involved in

vecame involved in one of America’s most contro-

1o and other agricultural goods had risen, encouraged by Hoover’s policies.

,':.e.-'the war, prices fell sharply, making it difficult for farmers to pay their
os or buy what they needed for the next growing season. This began a

- riod of tough times for farmers.

- dustrial workers also felt the pain of inflation when their wages did not buy

a;_;nilch as they had during the war. In 1919, more than 4 million workers, or

3 nt of the workforce, went on strike at one time or another. Demanding
for their wartime patriotism, workers struck for higher wages and
workdays. In Boston, even the police force struck. The workers won some
fthe strikes, but they lost far more. When some strikes turned violent, the pro-
wement press blamed the presence of radicals among the strike leaders.

, Checkpoint How did the economic situation after the war lead to
" |abor unrest?

-:"e Red Scare

reaction against labor was partly spurred by a wave of fear of radicals and

qunists. The emergence of the Soviet Union as a communist nation, which

wan in 1917, fed these fears. Communist ideology called for an international

rkers’ revolution as a prelude to the death of capitalism. To this end, Soviet

der Vladimir Lenin encouraged and supported revolutions outside of his

b try In Central and Eastern Europe, a series of communist revolts did break
t, making it seem like the worldwide revolution was starting.

a

3 ir of Communism Starts the Red Scare This revolutionary activity

ad, coupled with strikes across the United States, prompted the first Amer-

an Red Scare, a wave of widespread fear of suspected communists and radicals

jought to be plotting revolution within the United States. Real revolutionary

tivity inside America gave substance to the scare. Authorities discovered

8 mailed to important industrialists and government officials, including

ttorney General A. Mitchell Palmer. Suspected anarchists, members of a radi-
'7-,-political movement, exploded bombs in cities across America.

the leading law-enforcement official, Palmer mounted a broad offensive

t radicals in the United States in 1919 and 1920. In a series of raids in

Qirly 1920, known as the Palmer Raids, police arrested thousands of people,
Some who were radicals and some who were simply

mmigrants from southern or Eastern Europe. Most
ere never charged or tried for a crime. The govern-
ént then deported hundreds of radicals.

o many, these actions seemed to attack the liber-

BN

Pm‘tant court cases. To this end, the ACLU

court cases: the trial of Nicola Sacco and

iff". lomeo Vanzetti.

880 and Vanzetti Are Executed Nicola Sacco
koh) and Bartolomeo Vanzetti (van ZEHT ee)
Italian immigrants and known anarchists.
We?e charged with shooting and killing two

0 during o holdup at a shoe factory in a town

Vocabulary Builder
emergence—(ee MER juhns) n.
rise or development

Guilty or Innocent?

Rosina Sacco visits her hushand,
Nicola Sacco, and Bartolomeo
Vanzetti as the two men wait in the
prisoners’ dock during their famous
trial. Debate whether both were truly
guilty still continues.

/AR EEREE S
L HEREREPT
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The Wall Street Bombing
On September 16, 1920, just days
after Sacco and Vanzetti's murder
indictment, a horsecart filled with
dynamite exploded in the financial
heart of New York City. The explosion
and flying debris killed about

40 people and caused the New York
Stock Exchange to close early that
day. Investigators suspected that
anarchists had staged the bombing,
but the culprits were never found.

202 World War | and Beyond

NG
i

e, gv":t T

near Boston. Eyewitnesses of the event said the robbers “looked Italian.” Sa
and Vanzetti were arrested and charged with the crime. Even though the AC!
provided defense counsel, the two men were found guilty in a swift and deci
trial, despite the fact that there was little hard evidence against them. So
prominent legal scholars, intellectuals, and liberal politicians charged that
convictions were based more on Sacco and Vanzetti’s ethnicity and politi
beliefs than on the facts of the crime. Nevertheless, on August 23, 1927, the:
men were put to death in the electric chair. :
At its worst, hysteria accompanied by violence characterized the Red Se

Mobs attacked suspected radicals, abused immigrants, and committed criz
in the name of justice. But eventually, the great fear ended. Americans saw tl
democracy and capitalism were more powerful in the United States
Lenin’s call for worldwide revolution. By the summer of 1920, the Red S¢
hysteria, like the great influenza, had run its course. 3

v Checkpoint How did the rise of communism in the Soviet Union contrih‘f_
to the Red Scare? '

Americans Embrace Normalcy

Woodrow Wilson hoped that the presidential election of 1920 would pr¢
that Americans supported both the League of Nations and his vision of thel

the United States should play in the world. He suggested that electing Deé 1

cratic presidential candidate James M. Cox of Ohio would show support for!
League. The election of Republican candidate Warren G. Harding of Ohio Wo
serve as a final rejection of the League. :
Harding had a different view of the presidential race. He knew that natil_)
elections seldom turned on a single issue. Harding campaigned for a rejectio':
Wilsonian idealism. He was tired of progressive reforms and foreign crusé
Harding called for a return to “normalcy,” by which he meant the “normality

'--V he pelieved had been a simpler time before Wilson took office in 1913.
* o won in a landslide, and Republicans won control of Congress, as well.
ericans had decisively rejected Wilson’s ideas.

- -uiet American Giant Despite Harding’s election and all it implied, the
4 States did not plan to totally withdraw from world affairs. By 1920, the
sted States was an economic giant. It was the richest, most industrialized
& h.y in the world. Even before the war, America led all other nations in
Wstrial output. Now, British and French demands for American goods cre-
4 an immense trade imbalance. Europeans had to borrow money from Amer-
un bankers and obtain lines of credit with American business firms to pay for
 goods.
rhis situation fundamentally changed America’s economic standing in the
1d. The United States was now the largest creditor nation in the world,
aning that other countries owed the United States more money than the
“tod States owed them. World War I shifted the economic center of the world
m London to New York City. The United States embraced its new role as a
"&giant. A world without America playing a major economic role had become

ply impossible to conceive.

he World Adjusts to a New Order World War I had caused sweeping
nees around the globe. German and Russian monarchies toppled, and new
_ s of government were created. The Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman
_;_i:ires ceased to exist. Britain and France emerged from the war victorious
it economically and politically weakened. In contrast, the victorious United
ites came out of the war strong, confident, and prosperous.
‘An old order five hundred years in the making had collapsed in just a few
. It was as if the world’s compass was out of whack and no one knew where
turn for directions. The United States was unsure of the requirements of its
ew status. Could America retreat into isolationism in political but not eco-
omic affairs? After rejecting the League of Nations, how could it exert its moral
ithority in the world? Americans would wrestle with these questions—and
iny others—in the decades ahead.

Checkpoint Why did the United States become the leading
- economic power after World War I?

A Return to “Normalcy”

The election of 1920 was the first
presidential election in which women
were allowed to vote under the Nine-
teenth Amendment. American voters
overwhelmingly elected Warren G.
Harding, who promised a return to
simpler days.
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- Comprehension 2. NoteTaking Reading Skill: Critical Thinking

Summarize Use your concept web to
answer the Section Focus Question:
What political, economic, and social

1. Terms and People For each item
b.eiow. write a sentence explaining its
~ slanificance to events in the United

- States after World War |. effects did World War | have on the 5
~ * influenza United States?
* inflati — "
. ation Writing About History
Red Scare
* Palmer Raids 3. Quick Write: Write a Thesis 6.

Statement Write a thesis statement
"~ * Bartolomeo Vanzetti for a cause-and-effect essay on the
~ * Warren G, Harding effects of World War | on the United

i States. Your thesis statement should
state a point you will argue.

* Nicola Sacco

4. Analyze Information How did the

influenza pandemic make the transition
from war to peace more difficult?

. Determine Relevance How does the

Sacco and Vanzetti case demonstrate
the mindset of the Red Scare?

Draw Inferences How did Ameri-
cans both reject and embrace the new
global influence of the United States?
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® Causes and Effects of America’s Entry
into World War |

Causes

o Many Americans have cultural ties with
Britain and France.

e Reports of German atrocities in Belgium
outrage Americans.

o Germany continues its policy of unrestricted
submarine warfare, despite promises to stop.

o In the Zimmermann note, Germany offers
Mexico the chance to regain lost U.S. territorﬂ

o The Allies defeat the Central Powers.

o The Government’s role in daily life increases.

o African Americans and Mexican Americans
migrate north.

o More women enter the workforce.

o The United States refuses to join the League
of Nations.

o The United States becomes a leading
economic power.

g Quick Study Timeline

1914

President Wilson
announces American
neutrality in World War |

In America

Presidential Terms Woodrow Wilson 1913-1921

® Views on America's Decision to Fight |

or Not to Fight

Isolationists

Believed the United States should isolate
itself from all foreign conflicts

Internationalists

Believed the United States should actively
work for peace but not enter the war

Interventionists

Believed the United States should intervene in
the war on the side of the Allies, protect U5.
interests, and fulfill U.S. obligations

B Key Military Engagements
Involving American Troops

Amiens

1915

Cantigny

Chéteau-Thierry

Belleau Wood

Second Battle of the Marne

Saint-Mihiel
Meuse-Argonne Offensive

Sinking of the
Lusitania angers
Americans

Around the World | 1914
| Assassination of
" Austrian archduke
| triggers World War |

|
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| 1915

| Paison gas first used

| on Western Front

|
|

casualties su

| pattle of Ver
battle of the 50
on Western 1o

American Issues
o—o—— Connector

By connecting prior knowledge with what you have learned in this chapter, you can
gradually build your und.erstanding of enduring questions that still affect A’merica
wQay. Answer the questions below. Then, use your American Issues Connector stud
guide (or go online: www.PHSchool.com Web Code: neh-0611) !

Issues You Learned About

® America Goes to War The United States has been involved
in two global conflicts.

1. How has the United States made the decision to declare war in
past conflicts?

2. In 1916, Wilson won reelection using the campaign slogan “He
!cgpt us out of war,” but less than a year later, the United States
joined World War I. What happened to change Wilson's mind?

3. Why did some Americans oppose American involvement in
World War I?

.'.Cllvil I.-iberties and National Security Attimes, Americans’
civil liberties are curtailed, resulting in major debates over
constitutional rights and powers.

4, Howt does the Constitution guarantee that accused criminals will
receive fair trials?

5. Why did some people protest the execution of Sacco and
Vanzetti?

6. Describe another event during the Red Scare that seemed to
curtail civil liberties.

@ Checks and Balances Responsibilities are shared among
the three branches of the federal government.

7. Which branch of the government has the power to make
treaties?

8. How c'lid .ths__l battle over the Treaty of Versailles demonstrate the
ways in which the different branches of the federal government
may void one another’s decisions?

Connect to Your World Activity .

Tgchnology and Society World War | witnessed the first
widespread use of chemical weapons, including chlorine gas
mustard gas, and phosgene. Despite efforts to ban their use 'and
deveIoPment, chemical weapons continue to pose a threat today.
Go online or use library resources to learn more about the Chemical
Weapons Convention (CWC) and the Organization for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons. Write two paragraphs
summarizing the scope and purpose of the CWC and the actions
taken by the organization to prohibit the spread and use of
chemical weapons.

1917

United States declares
war on Germany
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‘m U.S.ARMY

EAREST RECRUITING suniod

1919
United States
Senate rejects
membership in Hi
: istory Interacti

L e

eague of Nations For: Interactive timeline \

Web Code: nep-0610

| Armistice with
| Germany ends war

| 1918-1919
- Deadly influenza pandemic
. sweeps across the world
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Chapter Assessment

Terms and People

1. Define Western Front. What characterized this region
during World War 1?7

2. Who was George Creel? What methods did he introduce to
“sell America”?

3. What was the League of Nations? How successful was the
League of Nations?

4. Define reparations. What stance did Britain and France
take on reparations?

5. Define influenza. What effect did it have on the world’s
population immediately after World War I?

Focus Questions
The focus question for this chapter is What caused the United
States to become involved in World War |, and how did
the United States change as a result of its involvement?
Build an answer to this big question by answering the focus
questions for Sections 1 through 4 and the Critical Thinking
guestions that follow.
Section 1
6. What caused World War |, and why did the United States
enter the war?
Section 2
7. How did the war affect Americans at home?
Section 3
8. How did Americans affect the end of World War | and its
peace settlements?
Section 4
9. What political, economic, and social effects did World War |
have on the United States?

11. Analyze Credibility How do you know the Zimmermann

12. Distinguish False

13. Draw Conclusions

14. Summarize What was

15. Categorize Who were the main groups of senators opposed

16. Express Problems Clearly What problems ledtoa weak

17. Determine Relevance How did the presidential election ;

Critical Thinking

10. Recognize Causes dentify and explain the causes of

World War I.

note was a reliable source? Explain.

From Accurate —— —
Images s the image to 2o
the right an accurate or
inaccurate image of
Germans during World
War 1?7 Why do you

think the artist chose this
representation?

-Be.at back the
~ e A
LIBERTY |
BONDS

How did Wilson arrive at
the decision that women
deserved the right to
vote?

the main goal that Wilson
wanted to accomplish
with the Fourteen Points?

to the Versailles Treaty, and what positions did they hold?
Who supported the treaty? 3

1

postwar economy?

of 1920 show Americans' rejection of Wilson's ideas? ,

Writing About History

Write a Cause-and-Effect Essay World War | both caused
and affected many different events around the world. Write an
essay in which you explain how several different causes led to an
event or trend that occurred during World War I. Consider one of
the following topics: the stalemate on the Western Front, the
increased role of women in the war effort, or the defeat of the
Treaty of Versailles in the United States.

Prewriting

e Choose the topic above that interests you the most. Consider
what caused the event in question.

o List the multiple causes. Conduct research if necessary to gather
more information.
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Drafting
o Develop a thesis that clearly states the causal relationship

e Choose an organizational structure for your essay.
o Write an introduction, several body paragraphs,

Revising
o Use the guidelines on page SH11 of the

between your event and its main causes.

and a conclusion.

Writing Handbook to revise your essay.

Document-Based Assessment

Americans For and Against the War

goth before and after the U.S. entry into World War |, Americans
differed in their opinions about the war. While most Americans
demonstrated their patriotism with enthusiasm by buying war
bonds, conserving food, and enlisting in the army, others
including Quakers and pacifists, continued to oppose the'war
Use your knowledge of Americans’ opinions on World War | ahd
the following documents to answer questions 1 through 4.

pocument A
“ find myself a soldier among millions of others in the great
Allied Armies, fighting for all 1 believe to be right and civilized
and humane against a power which is evil and which threatens
the existence of all the rights we prize and the freedom we
enjoy, although some of you in California as yet fail to realize it
|t may seem to you that for me this is all quite uncalled for, that.
it can only mean the supreme sacrifice for nothing or somé of
the best years of my life wasted, but | tell you that not only am |
willing to give my life to this enterprise. . . but that | firmly
believe if | live through it to spend a useful lifetime with you
that never will | have an opportunity to gain so much honora;ble
advancement for my own soul, or to do so much for the cause of
the world's progress. . . ."
—Harry Butters, an American volunteering
with the Allies in 1915

Document B

| coulsi not look at those long lines of fine looking men, marching
S0 gaily along, and with so little realization of what it all means,
without a fresh outburst of tears. How little they realized that ,
thengre endorsing a system which means that great armies of
. spler;dld manhood §ha|| go forth and slay other great armies. And
: ;hlg.hBecause qupld diplomats were too avaricious [greedy], too
i ﬂms , too ambitious to sanely handle the affairs entrusted to
b I_mrcare. ... And yetwe, blind and stupid as we are, are rushing
h the same horrible cataclysm [disaster].”

ek
—

—1lella Secor

Document C

"It was quite black out there on the Atlantic and in the
blackness the [Lusitanid's] life-boats alternately rose on the
crests of the waves and sank into the black valley between
.Th_e boats carried women and children whose hair hung in .
icicles over their shoulders. . . . Now and then a half-dead
passenger uttered a shriek of pain or of anguish as she realized
Fhat a friend or relative had died in her arms. . . . Meanwhile
in the‘dark hull of the German submarine, the captain ,
watching through the periscope finally turned his head away.
Even this man, agent of Prussian cruelty, had witnessed a I

scene upon which he did not care to gaze.”

—Wesley Frost, giving a speech sponsored by
the Committee on Public Information

Document D

""\\Y;??;,-“-"\;"-')‘-‘“u{l (i

MAY THE SPARKS NEVER REACH IT!

R Whlch of the documents above reflects the views of a
‘ - Pacifist opposed to the war?

3 ;A Document A

~ B Document B

'€ Document ¢

B Document D

MNe speech in Document C is designed to promote
Sympathy for the sailors on the German U-boats.

Sympathy for the innocent victi

tims of a U-boat -
Pport for pacifists. s
Upport for the British.

. What point of view does Document D express?

A Interventionist
B Internationalist
C Isolationist

D Pacifist

. Writing Task Why did some Americans support the war

effort while others opposed it? Use your knowledge of

World War | and specific evidence from the documents to
support your answer.




Reflections: The Progressive Era

he three decades between

1890 and the end of World

War I marked a period of dra-
matic change in the United States.
Prior to this time, American leaders
had looked inward. Their challenge
had been nation building—
controlling and filling in the vast
landscape between the east and west
coasts. By 1890, some people viewed
that task as largely completed.
Indeed, in the view of historian Fre-
derick Jackson Turner, the year
1890 marked a major milestone: The
westward movement had come to an
end. There was no longer an unset-
tled frontier within the borders of
the United States.

Almost immediately, the United
States shifted its gaze outward,
across the Pacific and Atlantic
oceans. Avoiding foreign entangle-
ments was no longer the driving
force behind American foreign policy.
Instead, the nation followed the lead
of European nations who, in an era
of rampant imperialism, sought to
establish colonies and economic foot-
holds in other continents. The result
of this search for markets and

resources was a series of nationalis-
tic uprisings and military conflicts
that culminated in World War L.

A bright spot in all this interna-
tional turmoil was the social and
domestic reform that blossomed in
the United States. Despite the dis-
traction of international adven-
tures, the United States began
aggressively addressing social injus-
tices at home. Reform was the hall-
mark of the Progressive Era. Women
finally got the right to vote, begin-
ning the process that has enabled
them to gain positions in industry
and government. Workers could look
forward to a fair wage and a reduced
workweek. Children could go to
school instead of the factory. Unscru-
pulous business practices were
brought under control.

The United States was striving to
fulfill the democratic ideals of the
nation’s founders. Certainly, much
still remained to be accomplished,
especially toward achieving racial
equality, but the Progressives had
started a movement that would
gather momentum.

CONTENTS

CHAPTER 7
The Twenties (1919-1929)

CHAPTER 8
The Great Depression (1928-1932)

CHAPTER 9
The New Deal (1932-1

Construction of the Dam,
by William Gropper,
celebrates American
workers who struggled
through hard times. >






