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1879  
The Dual Alliance  

  

                                        
Germany and Austria-

Hungary made an alliance 
to protect themselves from 

Russia

1881  
Austro-Serbian Alliance  

                                       
Austria-Hungary made an 

alliance with Serbia to 
stop Russia gaining 

control of Serbia 

1882  
The Triple Alliance  

  

                                        
 Germany and Austria- 

Hungary made an alliance 
with Italy to stop Italy from 
taking sides with Russia

1914  
Triple Entente (no 
separate peace) 

                                       
Britain, Russia and France 

agreed not to sign for 
peace separately.

  

                                  

                                          
          

1894  
Franco-Russian Alliance  

                                       
 Russia formed an alliance 

with France to protect 
herself against Germany 

and Austria-Hungary

1907  
Triple Entente  

  

                                        
 This was made between 

Russia, France and Britain 
to counter the increasing 

threat from Germany.

1907  
Anglo-Russian Entente  

  

                                        
This was an agreement 

between Britain and 
Russia

1904  
Entente Cordiale  

  

                                        
This was an agreement, 
but not a formal alliance, 

between France and 
Britain.





Militarism

Militarism means that the army and military forces 
are given a high profile by the government. The 
growing European divide had led to an arms race 
between the main countries.



Alliance System



The Tangled Web- Identify the countries/
personalities depicted?



Imperialism

Imperialism is when a country takes 
over new lands or countries and makes 
them subject to their rule



Nationalism

 Nationalism means being a strong 
supporter of  the rights and interests of  
one's country.





Comparative figures on army increase, 1870-1914: 

1870                                            1914  

Russia 700,000                              1,300,000 

France 380,000                                   846,000 

Germany 403,000                               812,000  

Austria-Hungary 247,000                   424,000  

Britain 302,000                                   381,000 

Italy 334,000                                      305,000 

Japan 70,000                                      250,000 

U.S.A. 37,000                                       98,000



Schlieffen Plan



Flashpoint - Moroccan Crisis

 In 1904 Morocco had been given to France by Britain, but 
the Moroccans wanted their independence. In 1905, 
Germany announced her support for Moroccan 
independence. War was narrowly avoided by a conference 
which allowed France to retain possession of  Morocco. 
However, in 1911, the Germans were again protesting 
against French possession of  Morocco. Britain supported 
France and Germany was persuaded to back down for part 
of  French Congo.



Flashpoint

■ Bosnian Crisis 
■  In 1908, Austria-Hungary took over the former Turkish province 

of  Bosnia. This angered Serbians who felt the province should be 
theirs. Serbia threatened Austria-Hungary with war, Russia, allied 
to Serbia, mobilised its forces. Germany, allied to Austria-
Hungary mobilised its forces and prepared to threaten Russia. 
War was avoided when Russia backed down. There was, however, 
war in the Balkans between 1911 and 1912 when the Balkan states 
drove Turkey out of  the area. The states then fought each other 
over which area should belong to which state. Austria-Hungary 
then intervened and forced Serbia to give up some of  its 
acquisitions. Tension between Serbia and Austria-Hungary was 
high.



Political Tensions*

■  The political tensions that preceded the war, however is 
often said to be caused by the following factors; 
■ Colonial rivalry 
■ Economic rivalry 
■ The arms race 
■ French and German hostilities 
■ European military alliances 
■ Nationalism



Archduke Franz Ferdinand's 
Assassination, 28 June 1914  

            Critical Flashpoint*



Allies 
(Triple Entente) 

Britain 
France 
Russia 

Belgium 
Italy 

USA( JOINED IN 1917) 
Serbia, Portugal 

Japan 
and other minor participants 

Central Powers  
(Triple Alliance) 

Germany 
Austria Hungary 
Ottoman-Turkey 

Bulgaria

The Sides*



Countdown to World War

■ Franz Duke Ferdinand, heir to the Austrian 
throne assassinated 

■ Austria Hungary declare war on Serbia. France 
and Russia back Serbia 

■ Britain and Russia mobilize forces 
■ Germany declares war on Russia 
■ Germany invades Belgium, declares war on 

France 
■ Britain declares war on Germany



The Sinking  
of the Lusitania*



The Zimmerman Telegram*



The Yanks 
Are Coming!



Trench Warfare*



Tanks*



U-Boats*



The Airplane*



Curtis-Martin  
U. S. Aircraft Plant



Flame 
Throwers*

Grenade 
Launchers*



Poison Gas*

Machine 
Gun*



League of Nations*

• Created after WWI ended 
• Primary goal: preventing wars through 

collective security and disarmament and 
settling international disputes through 
negotiation and arbitration 

• Dissolved in 1946



Treaty of Versailles - 1919*

• Germany to accept responsibility for the war 
• territory changes within Europe 
• land mandates 
• military restrictions 
• reparations ($5 billion) 
• guarantees of no aggression (probation)



Treaty of Versailles - 1919*

• Slowly Germany began to violate much of 
the treaty 

• Germany hit hard economically 
• Nationalism all time low 
• Strong, determined leadership needed 
• Sense of no hope throughout the country 
• The country needed a leader determined to 

bring them back to glory…


